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	Recommendation: Response requested 

	Comments: The proposal is well written and proposes to extend the scope of ongoing work. A response is needed regarding (a) benefits to fish, (b) fish monitoring and evaluation, and (c) the relationship to proposal 200702000 before the ISRP can make a final recommendation. 

(a) Please provide a brief summary of current use of the project area by steelhead and resident trout species. What specific benefits for them are anticipated as a result of this project? 

(b) There is inadequate mention of monitoring and evaluation. It is not likely that project personnel would provide the M&E but they should describe coverage from other projects or agencies. The proponents should be thinking about baseline biological studies to measure project effectiveness. 

(c) This proposal is directly related to the currently considered proposal 200702000 to increase flow, which would complement the screening work. To what extent do achieving substantial benefits to fish depend upon both issues (screening and flow enhancement) being addressed?


200300100 Manastash Creek Passage & Screening
RESPONSES
(a) Rainbow trout are known to utilize all of Manastash Creek up to approximately stream mile 15
.  Streamnet
 indicates spawning and rearing for summer steelhead in the lower 3.07 stream miles. 
The benefits of this project include protection from entrainment into the irrigation delivery systems, specifically protection of rearing and migrating rainbow trout and other resident trout species.  Correction of the passage barriers, would allow access for both juvenile and adult upstream migration of summer steelhead, rainbow trout and other resident species to an additional 10 miles of habitat above the uppermost diversion during most of the year. Should summer steelhead utilize the project area after the barriers are removed, the fish screens will also protect them from entrainment in the irrigation systems.
 (b) The Yakima Species Interaction Study (YSIS)
 has three study locations on Manastash Creek.  The first is at Brown Road (stream mile 0.6), the second is at Barber Springs (stream mile 14.1) and the third is at Buck Meadows (stream mile 21.8). These sites have been monitored for approximately 15 years and are long term rainbow trout monitoring sites. There are no plans to discontinue monitoring in the future.

YSIS maintains a significant level of baseline data both above and below the project sites, which begin at stream miles 1.4 and extend up to stream mile 5.1. Coordination with YSIS as the project moves forward will be essential to measure project effectiveness.   
 (C)This proposal is very strongly tied to the proposal 200702000.  In fact, the proposals should be combined because of their interdependence. Protection from entrainment and passable diversion structures fulfill only part of the restoration needs in Manastash Creek.  In order to achieve significant benefits for steelhead and rainbow trout, in-stream flow must be improved during the critical migration periods. 
� Personal communication with Gabriel Temple (WDFW staff with Yakima Species Interaction Study).  July 14, 2006. 


� Funding for Streamnet is provided by the Bonneville Power Administration under contract number 95BI65130.


� Pearsons, Todd, Gabriel Temple, Anthony Fritts, Christopher Johnson, Timothy Webster, Natalia Pitts, "Yakima River Species Interactions Studies; Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project Monitoring and Evaluation", 2004-2005 Annual Report, Project No. 199506325, 114 electronic pages, (BPA Report DOE/BP-00017478-3)








